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418 THE JOURNAL OF PHILOSOPHY 

La pellagre. A. Marie. Paris: V. Giard & E. Briere. 1908. Pp. 3 + 
252. 

In this little work, which is the second volume of a series on social 
hygiene, the author considers the causes, signs and prophylaxis of pel- 
lagra. Pellagra is a disease of the nervous system characterized by degen- 
erations of the nerve elements, by many profound changes in the func- 
tions of the skin, the alimentary canal, lungs, heart, etc. In severe cases 
the physical condition resembles that found in paresis, and the mental 
changes are similar. The disease is said to be caused by eating quanti- 
ties of damaged maize. The fungi or smuts that infest the grain have 
been found to be harmless to animals and man and it appears probable 
that the disease is due to the toxins which are formed in the grain by the 
action of sporisorium maidis, penciUium, outturn lactis maidis, and nu- 
merous bacteria. Extracts of the damaged maize when injected into 
animals gave results similar to those of strychnine. 

Eor the psychologist the important aspect of the disease is the mental 
side. It has already been said that in severe cases the mental symptoms 
simulate paresis. In the milder cases there are found: increasing irrita- 
bility; failure of memory; transitory stupors with mutism, followed often 
by active delirium; stereotypies; hallucinations of hearing and vision, 
the latter often terrifying; fixed ideas of despair, fear, anxiety, persecu- 
tion, poisoning, damnation, possession by devils or sorcerers; and tend- 
ency to suicide. There are many remissions in the course of the disease 
and some of the patients are cured. 

In America there have recently been reported two cases in the southern 
Atlantic states, and it is probable that many more have not been recog- 
nized on account of the supposed rarity of the disease in this country. 

Shepherd Ivory Franz. 
Government Hospital fob the Insane. 



JOURNALS AND NEW BOOKS 

THE PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW. May, 1908. The Objectivity 
of the Moral Judgment (pp. 249-271) : E. C. Sharp. - The moral judg- 
ment will be objective if it always and necessarily makes a claim whose 
validity can be determined by an appeal to facts. The moral judgment 
does make such a claim. Self and Soul (pp. 272-280) : Mary Whiton 
Calkins. - The self of philosophy is an immediately known and reflected- 
on reality. The affiliation between self and soul is obvious. The tradi- 
tional soul doctrine suffers from conceiving soul after material analogy 
or as mere negation corporeal characters. The Factual (pp. 281-290) : 
Walter T. Marvin. - " Are there judgments of which ' the factual ' forms 
the complete warrant; and if so, how are these judgments related to the 
remainder of our knowledge?" The factual is what warrants an abso- 
lutely particular judgment. Factual judgments are starting points in 



